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THE CHURCH CLOCK 

During the Coronavirus crisis 

in April/May of 2020 the 

Church of England authorities 

prohibited the  winding and 

adjustment of clocks allowing 

ours to gradually gain a quar-

ter of an hour over that peri-

od.  Timekeeping adjustments 

to the clock chimes are occa-

sionally necessary and have to 

be done manually but this was 

not permitted until an oppor-

tunity arose on VE Day, 8 

May. (Fortunately an electric 

winding mechanism was in-

stalled in 1968, so winding is 

not a 

problem 

for us). 

The brass clock-face is beautifully inscribed  
 

Tho
s
 Watts / Lavenham / 1775  

Life Notes 

Thomas WATTS was born in 1729 in Laven-

ham. He was baptised on 19 August 1729 in 

Lavenham. He died on 2 July 1777 in Laven-

ham. He was buried on 5 July 1777. 

Parents: Thomas WATTS and Ursula 

BRANWHITE. 

 

He was married to Frances BRANWHITE, 

his cousin, on 2 

December 1762 in 

Lavenham. Their 

children were: 

Frances, Frances, 

Thomas, Row-

land, Frances, Sa-

rah, Frances, Ur-

sula, Charles and 

Edward. The repe-

tition of the name 

Frances suggests 

the loss of at least 

three children in 

infancy. 

The question often asked is why there 

are no external clock faces? The answer 

must be a matter for conjecture – it 

might just be the sheer expense and com-

plication that would be involved to in-

stall it on the massive tower. Alterna-

tively it might have been considered that 

the location of the church is such that 

any clock dials would not be readily visi-

ble from most of the homes in the ‘old’ 

town.  

Originally the clock struck just the 
hours, but to celebrate the golden jubi-
lee of Queen Victoria in 1887 a mecha-
nism to strike the Cambridge chimes 
every quarter-hour was added, paid for 
by public subscription (see P2). The 
chimes are now silenced during the 
night. 

Thomas Watts  

was a watch and 

clockmaker (born 

Lavenham 1729, died 

1777) however it seems likely that the clock was in fact made 

in London but supplied and installed in the tower ringing -

chamber by Thomas.  

 

  THOMAS WATTS of Lavenham in the County of Suffolk, 

Watchmaker, Begs leave to acquaint his Friends That he 

has great Variety of Clocks and Watches, new and second 

hand; that he has now laid in an entire fresh stock of ex-

ceedingly neat and good Ironmongery, Brasiery, Cutlery 

and Tin Goods, and he sells new and second hand Plate; 

that he is determined to trade upon the lowest terms.  

(Capitalisation and spelling as original)  

An advertisement in the Ipswich Journal for 8 October 1763 says:  
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The subscriber 

list from 1887. 

 

June 2020 
(Genealogical note by John Page) 

THE CHURCH CLOCK 


